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density, is so highly rarefied, that it no longer serves for
purposes of respiration, nor counterbalances the effect of the
interior pressure of the body on the exterior. After that
height, the density of the air decreases more and more; until
there is absolutely no air. At that point begins the fluid
which astronomers and physicists call ether.

This ether is a true fluid, a gas, analogous to the air we
breathe, but infinitely more rarefied and lighter than air.
The existence of the planetary ether cannot be disputed,
since astronomers take account of its resistance in calculating
the speed of heavenly bodies, just as they take account of the
resistance of the air in calculating the motions of bodies
traversing our atmosphere.

Ether is, then, the fluid which succeeds to atmospheric air.
It is spread, not only around the earth, but around the other
planets. More than this, it exists throughout all space, it
occupies the intervals between the planets. It is, in fact, in
ether that the planets, which, with their satellites, compose
our solar world, revolve. The comets, too, in their immense
journeys through space pass through ether.

The uneducated mind is disposed to believe that above the
air which surrounds the terrestrial globe, there is nothing
more, that all is void. But no void exists anywhere in
nature. Space is always occupied by something, whether it
be by earth, by water, by atmospheric air, or, finally, by
planetary ether.

It has just been said that life abounds upon the globe,
swarms upon the earth, clusters in the air and in the waters,